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Isn’t it strange that when we reach an age where we can make our own decisions, we sometimes make a decision that messes up our whole lives!

Many youth [I say youth because I am referring to anyone between the ages of 16-25] make the decision to either marry, engage in further education or leave their home country to see what life is like abroad.  Those who marry, sometimes marry people their parents would not wish them to marry and enter into families who do not get on with their families. Others bring many curses into the marriage from their ancentry. Some young people do not really understand what love is and their relationships are often based on lust. God’s will is rarely sought and they end up in a loveless marriage once the lust has worn off.

Those who travel out take up the ways of the society in which they find themselves, often forgetting their culture and becoming open to the ways of the new country. They sometimes end up with a partner whose background they do not know and often have children with a cursed blood line. From Ezra chapter 9 we see where the Israelites took wives of the heathen and had children with them. This was an abomination in the eyes of the Lord; Ezra rend his clothes and repented before the Lord so that Israel would not be excluded from God’s plan for them. The children of Israel then made a covenant with God, [our God is a covenant making and covenant keeping God] to put away the wives they had taken from amongst the heathen and the children they had by them. [We should note here that when we are disobedient to the word of God, we bring our children under a curse].  Those who did not wish to do this were to be separated from the people of God. The children of Israel had to leave their foreign wives and children in order to get back into the will of God. 
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There is, of course, a high price to pay for disobedience.     

There comes a time in everyone’s life when they have to make a choice: either we choose Jesus Christ [life] or we choose satan [death].

As life gets tough and years go by, many people give their hearts to Jesus, only to find that their lives are mixed up and confused and it becomes a great sacrifice to serve the Lord, because so many mistakes have been made. If young people will choose  the right way they would not find it so difficult to serve the Lord in later life.

As a young person, I want you to sit back and consider your age, the fact that you have the rest of your life to deal with any decision that you make now, and the fact that Jesus Christ is far more important than any decision you will ever make.  

Many young people have been brought up in the church.  With the system in which we live as it is, they sometimes leave the church to find what they call “fun” in the world. Some remain in the church, only because their parents are there and the fear of God is in their hearts.

Let me ask you a question: If you have grown up in the church and you are not saved, why?

I will endeavour to answer the question.  Satan has been watching you since you were a child.  He watched your parents nuture and love you.  He watched them taking you to church and bringing you up in the God-ordained way.  As soon as you reached the age of sixteen, your desire to serve God began to diminish.  Suddenly, everything your friends were doing looked interesting.  As a young man you started 
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hanging around with your friends at clubs and parties, where you came across young women who had an interest in you.  You ended up doing things you knew you should not have been doing. There were times when you felt like going back to church but found it really difficult. 

Young people often think to themselves that they have their whole lives to serve the Lord  and there is plenty of time.  “I am only young once, let me have some fun, before settling down” . So often they see older people leave the church and return when they are older, and they reason that they can do the same. Do not be fooled by this.  Satan would have tossed them to and fro and they may have had to make great sacrifices in order to return to the Lord.

Which of the following categories do you fall into?

[1]  Are you a drifter? [dropping into church when you have the time, or when your parents keep pushing you; you do it to please them].

[2]  Do you believe you are doing God a favour? [You hang around for a while, not really listening and as soon as you are able you link up with your friends. You become someone else outside of church!]

[3]    Do you pay your tithes? You like to keep your money for yourself. 

[4]    What is your prayer life like?  Do you forget to pray? or just do not feel like it until, of course something goes wrong.

[5]     Do you take time out to read your bible?  You find it boring and hard to understand so give up on it.
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[6]     Are you travelling on your parents’ salvation? “My 

parents are saved.  They live a holy life, they pray and read their bibles.  I am their child and God will not send me to hell, he will love me, because they are faithful to him”. Young friend, the bible says that every man shall give an account of himself unto God.

[7]   Are you the “drop-out?”  You lost interest because satan told you that no one cares, so you just go off and do whatever others are doing.  You forget that the bible says that those who know what is right and do not do it, it is sin unto them.

[8]
Are you the Joker?  You joke about anything and everything, including God. When you are invited to submit your life to the Lord, you say you are not ready to commit yourself.  Hear this: Every one will have to give an account of himself unto God.

[9]
Maybe you are the Ice Maid. No one and nothing can budge you.  You do nothing, and you go nowhere.  You leave school without any grades or with very low grades.  You drop out of college, or you don’t bother to go at all.  You drift into menial jobs way below your capabilities. You never cry and you never lose control.  You are covered with hard shell and you promise yourself that no one or nothing will break it.

Whichever of the above categories you fall into, know that God loves you.  As a young person you may feel very insecure, scared and frightened, although you pretend to be 
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very strong.  God knows you and he cares for you.

It may be you have formed relationships that have complicated your life.  You may have had children with a girl you did not even love; you may have fallen into drugs and your friends may be telling you that you will never be able to break the habit and if you come to the Lord you will not be allowed to feed this bad habit.  Listen to this: God will give you the strength to overcome all your difficulties and give you a brand new start.  A new beginning awaits you.

Can I talk to you about what you have allowed satan to do to you?

You have allowed the devil to deceive you, if you think that you have all the time in the world to serve God. The coming of the Lord is a reality.  People die every day: many will go to a Christless eternity.  Satan has blinded your eyes to stop you seeing the reality of what is happening in the world around you.

Everything we do in our youth, we reap in later life.  I, 

personally, know of a young man sharing dinner with his family a few Sundays ago; today he is dead.  He was thrown from the top of a very high building because of the lifestyle he had chosen; and, he was only 25 years old.  I can also tell you of another young man who was stabbed on his way home one evening after a night out with his friends.  He died before he realized what was happening to him.  He was only 22 years old.  He would not have had time to say “Lord have mercy on me”, because he was stabbed from behind.  He has possibly gone into eternal darkness.  I could go on telling you about young people who are dying daily, although you may know more than I do.  This is all the 
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more reason you should submit your life to the Lord. Satan hates you; he hates everyone.  He is evil.  Ask the Lord to deliver you from his evil clutches.  He has killed you spiritually, and he is working at killing you physically before you turn your life over to the Lord, so do it quickly. You may not get the chance some people get, that is, they come to know the Lord when they are old.  Come to the Lord now.

Those of you who have the Ice Maid mentality, please shake up yourself.  Ask the Lord to help you.  Laziness will clothe you in rags and you will not be able to go forward in life.  You cannot do it  yourself, you need the help of the Lord.

Young people love friends and often fall into bad company.  Some of you feel unloved by your family.  This is one of the devil’s tricks to get you out of your home so he can destroy you.  Do not listen to his lies.  You are loved by your family and they care for you.

Satan and his demons enjoy pulling at young people because they know that the young people lack experience and are not aware of the devil’s schemes.  All the things satan throws towards you are only to lure you into his traps so he can fix you up for destruction. 

If you are the child of a Christian mother/father, the devil and his demons hate you with a perfect hatred.  They will do all they can to take revenge on you because of your parents’ love for the Lord.  Run from the devil, he is running after you.  Run to the Lord; he must not catch up with you!  Serving God is exciting; not boring.  There is more to know about the Lord day by day; and more and 
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more revelations of his greatness and love to receive.

Here is a prayer you can pray to submit to the Lordship of Christ and escape the damnation of hell:  “Lord Jesus, I am a sinner, please forgive me of all my sins; I have elected to forgive all those who have done me wrong.  Lord, on the merits of Christ’s blood that was shed for me, please save me from sin and satan  and from the fires of hell.  Thank you Lord for saving me.  Thank you for being at the right hand of the Father making intercession for me.  

Now that you are saved, make sure you attend church  and be taught how to live a victorious Christian life.  You must read your bible and pray every day.  Start reading your bible 

by reading through the New Testament scriptures.  You can also read the book of Genesis at the same time.  Your Christian leaders will teach you the scriptures and they will pray with you.

Here are some scriptures to help you:  Read them all for your edification:

Ecclestiases 12 v.1   Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 

years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 

them. [Read through the whole chapter].

Proverbs 1 v. 8, 10-15  8. My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.  10. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 11. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: 12. Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 13. We shall find all precious 

substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: 14. Cast in 

thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: 15. My son, walk not thou in the way with them,; refrain thy foot from their path.

Proverbs 24 v.1 Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them.

Proverbs 28 v.10  Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good things in possession.

Proverbs 29 v.1  He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.

Ecclesiastes 5 v.1   Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil.

Ecclesiastes 10 v.12  The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself.

Romans 6 v.23   For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 12 v.18   If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
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Colossians 3 v.1-2  1. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  2. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

Ephesians 6 v.1-3   1.Children obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  2. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise;  3. That it 

may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

Galatians 5 v.19-25  19. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20. Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,  21. Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  22. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  23. Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  24. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 

affections and lusts.  25. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the spirit.

Philippians 4 v.8   Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

If there are any words you do not understand in regard to the scriptures, please search them out in a bible dictionary. You may also like to read some of the verses in the Good News Bible. This is a very simple translation.
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Praise the Lord; and God bless you.

[We have various pieces of gospel literature, some copies of which you can have to help you]. 

Evangelist Rose and Apostle Lake
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